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	26 October 2015

	Dear Mr Taylor
	


Your complaint to the Judicial Appointments and Conduct Ombudsman

I am writing to inform you that I am now investigating your complaint to the Ombudsman.  I am also writing to ensure that you are aware of the limited scope of the Ombudsman’s powers.  The Ombudsman’s role, remit and powers, with regard to judicial conduct matters are set out in sections 110-114 of the Constitutional Reform Act 2005.  
The Ombudsman’s role is to consider complaints about the process by which complaints about judicial office holders’ personal conduct have been dealt with.  The Ombudsman can consider whether prescribed procedures were complied with and whether there was any maladministration in the original investigation.  Section 111(5) of the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 enables him to set aside a decision if he concludes that failures or maladministration in the investigative process make the determination unsafe.  However, the Ombudsman does not provide an appeal mechanism and he cannot review the merits of judicial decisions, nor comment on judicial actions or any other matter associated with the case.
I will write to you during November to advise how the matter is progressing.
Yours sincerely,

Nick Rose
Nick Rose
Investigating Officer

